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A					1‐5	1	Εᖷν	αҮ ρχῇ	ηᗁ ν	ὁ	λόγος,	καιᖻ	οү 	λοʆγος	ηᗁ ν	προᖻ ς	τοᖻ ν	θεοʆ ν,	καιᖻ	θεοᖻ ς	ηᗁ ν	οү 	λοʆγος.	2	ουᗇ τος
ηᗁ ν	εҮν	αҮ ρχῇ	προᖻ ς	τοᖻ ν	θεοʆ ν.	3	παʆ ντα	διʼ	αυҮ τοῦ	εҮγεʆνετο,	καιᖻ	χωριᖻς	αυҮ τοῦ	εҮγεʆνετο	ουҮ δεᖻ	εᗃν.	οᗅ
γεʆγονεν	4	εҮν	αυҮ τῷ	ζωηᖻ 	ηᗁ ν,	καιᖻ	ηү 	ζωηᖻ 	ηᗁ ν	τοᖻ 	φῶς	τῶν	αҮ νθρωʆ πων·	5	καιᖻ	τοᖻ 	φῶς	εҮν	τῇ	σκοτιʆᾳ
φαιʆνει,	καιᖻ	ηү 	σκοτιʆα	αυҮ τοᖻ 	ουҮ 	κατεʆλαβεν.

B				6‐8	6	Εᖷγεʆνετο	αᖽ νθρωπος	,	αҮ πεσταλμεʆνος	παραᖻ 	θεοῦ,	οᖽ νομα	αυҮ τῷ	Ἰωάννης·
7	ουᗇ τος	ηᗁ λθεν	ειҮς	μαρτυριʆαν	ιᗃνα	μαρτυρηʆ σῃ	περιᖻ	τοῦ	φωτοʆ ς,	ιᗃνα	παʆ ντες
πιστευʆ σωσιν	διʼ	αυҮ τοῦ.	8	ουҮ κ	ηᗁ ν	εҮκεῖνος	τοᖻ 	φῶς	,	αҮ λλʼ	ιᗃνα	μαρτυρηʆ σῃ	περιᖻ	τοῦ
φωτοʆ ς.

C    9-13		9	῏Ην	τοᖻ 	φῶς	τοᖻ 	αҮ ληθινοʆ ν,	οᗅ 	φωτιʆζει	παʆ ντα	αᖽ νθρωπον,
εҮρχοʆ μενον	ειҮς	τοᖻ ν	κοʆ σμον.	10	εҮν	τῷ	κοʆ σμῳ	ηᗁ ν,	καιᖻ	οү 	κοʆ σμος	διʼ	αυҮ τοῦ
εҮγεʆνετο	,	καιᖻ	οү 	κοʆ σμος	αυҮ τοᖻ ν	ουҮ κ	εᖽγνω.	11	ειҮς	ταᖻ 	ιᖽδια	ηᗁ λθεν,	καιᖻ	οιү
ιᖽδιοι	αυҮ τοᖻ ν	ουҮ 	παρεʆλαβον.	12	οᗃ σοι	δεᖻ	ἔλαβον	αυҮ τοʆ ν,	εᖽδωκεν	αυҮ τοῖς
εҮξουσιʆαν	τεʆκνα	θεοῦ	γενεʆσθαι,	τοῖς	πιστευʆ ουσιν	ειҮς	τοᖻ 	οᖽ νομα	αυҮ τοῦ,
13	οιᗅ	ουҮ κ	εҮξ	αιүμαʆ των	ουҮ δεᖻ	εҮκ	θεληʆ ματος	σαρκοᖻ ς	ουҮ δεᖻ	εҮκ	θεληʆ ματος
αҮ νδροᖻ ς	αҮ λλʼ	εҮκ	θεοῦ	εҮγεννηʆ θησαν.

A’					14	Καιᖻ	ὁ	λόγος	σαᖻ ρξ	εҮγεʆνετο	καιᖻ	εҮσ	κηʆ νωσεν	εҮν	ηү μῖν,	καιᖻ	εҮθεασαʆ μεθα	τηᖻ ν	δοʆ ξαν
αυҮ τοῦ,	δοʆ ξαν	ωү ς	μονογενοῦς	παραᖻ 	πατροʆ ς,	πληʆ ρης	χάριτος	καὶ	ἀληθείας.

B’					15		Ἰωάννης μαρτυρεῖ περὶ αὐτοῦ καὶ κέκραγεν λέγων· οὗτος ἦν ὃν εἶπον· ὁ
ὀπίσω μου ἐρχόμενος ἔμπροσθέν μου γέγονεν, ὅτι πρῶτός μου ἦν.  	

C’					16‐18	16	οᗃ τι	εҮκ	τοῦ	πληρωʆ ματος	αυҮ τοῦ	ηү μεῖς	παʆ ντες	ἐλάβομεν	καιᖻ	χαʆ ριν
αҮ ντιᖻ	χαʆ ριτος·	17	οᗃ τι	οү 	νοʆ μος	διαᖻ 	Μωϋσεʆως	εҮδοʆ θη,	ἡ	χάρις	καὶ	ἡ	ἀλήθεια	διαᖻ
Ιᖷησοῦ	Χριστοῦ	εҮγεʆνετο.	18	Θεοᖻ ν	ουҮ δειᖻς	εүωʆ ρακεν	πωʆ ποτε·	μονογενηᖻ ς	θεοᖻ ς	οү 	ωᖿ ν
ειҮς	τοᖻ ν	κοʆ λπον	τοῦ	πατροᖻ ς	εҮκεῖνος	εҮξηγηʆ σατο.

Analysis of the Text: 

A      Logos                               light
  B          John/witness
    C                     received         light

A’     Logos                               grace and truth
  B'          John/witness
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    C'                    received         grace and truth

Notes:
    1.    The central theme of both sections, vv. 1-13, 14-18, is the Logos, in as much as it
serves as the header for each section. Thus the central theme of the entire prologue is
Logos. Understanding the main point of the prologue then will depend upon an accurate
understanding of this key term.

    2.    The boundary markers to the first section, vv. 1-13, is the repetition of the word light.
In the second section, vv. 14-18, the repeated phrase grace and truth  serves the same role.

    3.    The center strophe to each section focuses upon the witness of John the Baptist.

    4.    The movement in each section flows from the Logos through the witness of John to
the response of receiving the Logos through John's witness.

    5.    The conceptual structure of the first section, vv. 1-13 is universal: the Logos and all of
creation including humanity. The Logos manifests himself, is witnessed to by John, but only
a very small segment of humanity responds with acceptance.

    6.    The step, advancement of thought to a new level, occurs in section two, vv. 14-18,
where the Logos is received both Jew and Gentile in a fuller experience that brings the
'receiver' face to face with Almighty God himself.

    7.    The Logos reveals himself to the world in vv. 1-5 and is largely rejected inspite of
John's witness. But in the section section, vv. 14-18, to those receiving the Logos He
reveals himself dramatically as the Shekina glory of God who tabernacled with His people, v.
14 , and John's witness, v. 15,  highlights that superior revelation. The second receiving
section, vv. 16-18, opens up dramatically larger experiences of encounter.

    8.    Each of the three strophes of both sections contains an advancement of thought in
the second section parallel to that in the first section.

    9.    Note the similar patterns in Strophes A and A'. In Strophe A the two-fold emphasis is
upon the relation of the Logos to God (vv. 1-2) and then of the Logos to Creation (vv. 3-4). In
Strophe A', a similar emphasis is found with appropriate advancement of thought to section
2. The Logos manifests himself to the believing community in creation by dwelling in their
midst. But the impact of that dwelling is to reflect God to the believing community, since He
is the Shechinah Glory of the Father.
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